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Indus River Dolphin

The Indus is among the great rivers of the world. It originates from the
mountains of Tibet and flows through Ladakh and Pakistan before Entering
the Arabian Sea near Karachi. On its more than 3000 km journey it passes

Through the Himalayan and Karakoram
mountain ranges, the fertile plains of the
Punjab and vast desert of Sindh,
encountering a rich variety of wildlife
during its journey. Among these species
are resident and migratory birds,
mammals, reptiles and fish, and
particularly the Indus Dolphin (Plastanista
minor) or Bulhan, as it is known locally. It
isunique asitis blind. It

Is one of the most endangered cetacean species of the world. Most dolphins
and whales are found only in the sea, but the Indus River Dolphin is fresh-
water species. Other closely related to it fresh water blind dolphins in the
Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna Rivers in India, Nepal and Bangladesh.
China's Yangtze River dolphin has become extinct recently. The Amazon &
Orinoco Rivers in South America also have a fresh water dolphin.




What Makes the Indus Dolphin Unique?

The Indus River Dolphin is a very unusual kind of cetacean. It is thought to
have its origin in the ancient Tethys Sea, which disappeared around fifty
million years ago. This dolphin adapted to the river habitat. Living in the turbid
waters of the Indus in which underwater visibility was poor, a sophisticated
sonar system known as echolocation developed gradually developed, which
it uses to steer and hunt. The Indus River Dolphin is a unique genome, an
irreplaceable part of the biodiversity of life on earth.

How Many Indus Dolphins Remain and where they live?

It is estimated that there are between 1100 to 1400 blind dolphins
remaining in Pakistan. The species is listed as “Endangered” by the World
Conservation Union (IUCN). The largest population of approximately 700
exists in the Sindh provinces between the Sukkur and Guddu Barrages.
Smaller populations of 465 and 96 occur further upstream between Guddu
and Taunsa and Taunsa and Chasma Barrages. Historically the Dolphin
existed from the Indus estuary up into the foothills of the Himalayas at
Attack. They were also found in all major Indus Tributaries, including
upstream in the River Ravi. Since the construction of the Indus irrigation
System, the dolphins have declined dramatically. Now they remain only in
a short stretch of the main Indus River in small populations, which have
been separated by impassable irrigation weirs or barrages across the Indus
River. (The dolphin is now mainly confined to the range highlighted on the
map).

River Section T Estimated Dolphin Population

Jinnah - Chashma (J-€ 1) 2 1
Chashma - Taunsa [C-T 2) 8 121 9%
Taunsa - Guddu [1-G 3] 259 52 465
Guddu - Sukkur (G- 4] 602 1203 701
Sukkur - Kotri [S-K ) 4
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